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South Alnca
Numbear of wineries: 400
Best reghon: Stellenbosch
Compared with France and Iraly,
South Africa all but rolls ot a
red carpet and docs a tap dance
for wine toursts, Troe, South
Africa may not be the first place
that jumps o mand when you
think abour wine, but the country
has 400 winerics and a 300-yvear
history of winemaking. More
important, over the past 10 years,
there's been an aggressive push
6 ELEn i Yineyands—knoam
as “wine Farms ™ —Iino (ourist
destinations.

The country’s best-known area
i Stellentosch, a fermile regann a
4-minute drive trom Cape Town
thar's seen an explosion 1n wine
tounsmi Five years ago there were
roanghily 40 wineries on its wine
eraily now there are 120, And
unlike many other wine-growing
regions al the workd, it isn't known
for one tvpe of wine. Vineyards

here produce the full gamut of
wines, ranging from cabernet,
shiraz and merlot 1o chardonnay.

Fans say South Africa could
write the book on pleasing both
veteran and newbie oenophiles.
To start, there's a “wine desk,”

a fully manned informaton
booth, smack in the maddle of
Cape Town's touristy waterfront.
Partially funded by the vineyards
themselves, the desk books
tastings, as well as restaurant and
hotel reservations; assists with
shipping wine home; and offers

a jump-on, jump-off bus that
makes a continuous loop o five
different wineries, Maps? The
desk hands them out by the dozen,
fully marked with color-coded
subrotes.

As for the winerics themselves,
miost are open six days a week, and
i addition to tastng rooms, many
have fuldl-scale restaurants, The
Baoschendal Estate near the region’s
Framschhoek Valley has three

separate dining options: a newly IHITALY, siich ia
renovated pestaurant, an outdoos :h'.'"r““: fegions

cafe for ghter meals and a to-go
operanon thar sells picnic lunches.
Mearby, the Spier winery has added
a hotel, golf course, conference
ceiiter and thiee restaurants.
Looking for one more advantage
vo eraveling all that way {afrer all,
South Africa is a 16-hour flight
from the ULS.)? Even with recent
shifts in value, the dollar still goes
far agains the South African rand.

‘.rﬂckﬂ C DEJ.]S? Masry travalors taking wine-our vacatsons sgn up for specil packages Ihilcnm.hlr'-n hotel, ioairs of wineyands and
somabmes ariare. Bl wa decided to son d wae could find ways to do the same thang on our A and baat the price,
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The toer package thrsugh Asstrala’s Barnssa Valley shuttles you Lo vineyards and
pramises BAB-level ladging But st by usng Trameity, we poied curawr 863
e gat our own cenital car Lo drive arsund 'You weon't Bawe 8 persenal guide, bul
Kerriralomn vieeyards den' reqein sppaintmen|s of nlinducline.

Thiz prackage's seliwg ponl is odging of private wine et3154in Itaby's Barske ragon.
Bl e | ] iy thaat dobled o Bete, including the il s Favorit, o
histaric villa set an & vineyeed in Al far ooly §150 0 right.

Lising Web ites and travel agents, we Created oun owa itinerary snd eaved mare than
$3.000, our tiggest savings by far But sihce vineyards in France are so S{ficult s
et o, 1his package iy ba worth i-eapecialy lor troe conaphies. [T gots you g
{our of Hhe five “firsd prowth” vineyards, the best and st enchoshe i e regon.

Using Trameinoty again, you a0 Lake tha same Sight fram biard, wher e 1his towr
priginalist, 428y in the same hatel. tha Flazs Sae Fraaciseo, aad (ke he oo
yourseif-and sove $130.

The BB package tour takes yos 12 i di Fereiml wire reglers and will help you ship
wire home. Qur vergion ciats 3 Tl bil men bat incledes socommodations 243
sirefier B0 B aned & v, 50 you can visi the wine regisns that imlerest pou bul abn see
e sty i Cape Soan. wherg e wire desk will ship your wise home.
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