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French Wine Explorers uncnrks 002 programs

BY PAUL FELT
COCONUT CREEK Fla. —
French Wine Explorers hene is
uncorking @ new product.

The Zvearald firm, which
previcushy customized its itner
anies, expanded ite operation 1o
inchude prepackaged tours, the
first of which mn this month

According to founder and
president Lauriann Gresne,
the company’s small group
tours are an “affordable alter-
native” po the customized prod-
uit, thus aceessible to a wider
market of wine aficionados

“Most people realize that
ciagtnm-deairn towrs are an ex-
pensive proposition, and soeme
people don't want that — they
wamnt to be with other people,”
Greene said

Certain featured activities
that are negotiated for groups

are i feasible to arrange for a
few couples, she pdded.

That inchides a wine tasting
at Chatesu d"Yquem i the Bor-
demix region, producer of
Sauternes dessert wines and
ane of the most famous. winer-
fes in the world, Greene said.

With the expanston, French
Wine Explorers siarted adver
tiging In such mapgarines as
Wine Spectator and Wine
Enthusiast

Greene sadd she also hopes
] warl-; mare n'g1||:||"|}' with
travel agents, who generate
aboul 10% ol Lu_ll:lhi:l;::-.

“1 expect in o few months it
will hee 3% or 400L" shie said,
adding that mast agents fmd
thae COMIRLNY Vil 112 Web aite, at
Wl wine-lours-rance. com
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and  tailored

prepackaged
Iteraries.

The company offers aeven
prepackaged toors for 2002,
with two departures in May
and October, and one each in
Jume, by andd Nevsember.

Moo=t tours are limited o 14
participants, and all but one
are priced between 52,295 and
52 6595 per person, double, band
onhe

The most expensive plan, the
five-night Wines and Chateaux
of the Loire Valler, features
four-siar accommodationg and
A maximum of six guests,

Priced at $3,995, the tour de-
parts Ohet, 22,

“We want our tours to be ac
cessible for all wine enthuosi-
asts, and because we aller
many of the same hotels and
restanrants the other [wine
tour operators] offer, we feel
our fours represent a greast val
we,” said Greene.

An Amencan winge expert
who doubles as  translstor,
Greene hosts each trp with
her French husband, Jean-
Pierre Sollin, also a wime ox-
pert and president of Les Ex-
plorateurs de Ving, a Pars
wine school.

Anather tour — o six-night
excursion to the Bhone Valley
and Provence in June — is led
by Robin Garr, a wine journal-
ist and founder of the Wine
Lover's Page, an independent
wine appreciation Web site, at
ww. wineloverspage.com.

Greene smid her clientele

A group ujm lhaiudl and produce of EMIm Maneail, (n
Franca's Rhone Valley.

mainky hall from the L5 and
Camaila, and are professionals
ranging in age from 35 to B

*Becanse we're wine profes
spomils ourselves, we atiract a
It of fellow wine professionals
ameil ‘wine tasting clubs and so-
ciethes,” shee said.

Ttineraries inchsde acoommao-
dations in three- and four-star
hotels, chatempe or oountry
inng; daily continental break-
fazi, and most nches and din-
niers with regional wines,

Additional highlights in-
clude wineyard tours and tast-
ings as well as introductory
wine laEling Seesinns,

All trips except a Beaujolais
Nouweau tour in November in-
chude at least one meal at a
Michelin star-rated resisrant.

Extensions in Paris — with
sighiseeing by day and wine
activities at night — can be
added to each tour.

Each Parts stay includes ac-
commodations at the four-star
Hotel Bedford and a six-
course, six-wine dinner at the
Bistro du Sommeber,

All but one extension arc far
two nighis and priced at S350
per person. double, A one-night
extension for the Beajolaks
Nouvesu Celebration tour in No-
veriber costs 5240 per person.

Asked about her enncellation
policy, Greene conceded it s
strict, with a $500 nonrefund-
able deposit, all money due at

| 90 days, 3% of the tour price

charged between 0 and 61
days and 100% of the tour price
chargped at 6 dives anel less

“My feeling is it's up o peo-
ple to insure themselves” she
gasd, “If we make it that every-
body has very lenient palicies,
there will be po more small
tour operators, and people lke
me will no longer be able o
operte,”

For more information, call
(ETT) 260-1500 ar e-mail info
winetours-france.com.
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