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hottest costries are those (hat are curvently making news in the
warld of wine: France, Ialy, Australia, South Afnica, Chile,
Angenting, und Hungory. Each country has a wealth of wine-
rmaaking history and culture and offers a grear varicety of wines o
discover during your Imvels

Franee is the Number Onie tousist destination m the world and
part of the country's atlure is {1 beautiful snd historic wine
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charm of I‘Ic Rhdme \1H: o from the flowered
humpagne, France

perience. The
French Wine l:nlm\r\ (W wine-lours.
dew of the French wine

country, on s schoduled of nl‘hlmr::n! wine tour Jod by two pro-
| sommeliers wha work in the French wine

country. Fr
Mediterrang
willuges of Al

- travelors

o chchanting wine country

fisnee com) can

certifi

Fessional,
b

s

One of the most popular wine dc:umuum in Europe
. You'll
and Brmello di

the fsmaus wines of Chianti Classico
Montalcino, as well as the newest “Super

Tiuscans” thit are revolutionizing the ltalian
wine industry. Custom Tours of Tuscany
(www.customioursintuscany.com), a

Chicago-based: cor rranges fully
customized group wing tours of Tuscany,
which also can inclode visits 1o importznt
an o historse sights in the ar

Wanl & more exolic wine country adven-
nad iry South Africa, onc of the
warld’s. most op-and-coming vineyards
Cape Winelands Tours {www.capewine-
¢ only American company
h\umrb exclusively on the Winclunds, the

lly  beautiful wine-producing
regaon of Scuth Africa. Or try Austrlin’s
rugged wine couniry, which offers. great
wines and the quirky fun af the “land down
culture. The Wing and Travel
Company {www thowineandirveloo com),
based m Toronto, offers customized wine
of Australia, and can also ke you to
the wing coamtry of Hungoary, Spain, New

wnder
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A good altermative bo sigimg up for o scheduled wine tour is
having & customized, private wine tour designed for yo
i Mast good wine tour companies offer
eustomized fours and families, groups of friends, corporations
and their clients, and wine clubs are among the groups that find
1his to be an ideal oprion. The tour company will twilar the iiin-
erary o your ps wishes, armange your hotel sccammod
thons

B

sup for all or pan of your trip

1f you decide ta travel on your cwn, the Intermet can be a great
mformation resource, Many winercs now have web sites, amd
email makes it easy to request a tssing for your upcoming trp

The wine-growing regi

flen have promotonal organizations

that publish extensive information on touring the wine country,
like the web site for the Inerpeofessionn] Commitsee of the
Rhine Valley

www vins-rhone.com/ AN GLAIS index2 i)
res a wonderful senes of books edited by the
s wine writer Hugh lohnson calfed ] the
Cauntry, These informative and b strated

Fealmnd or Canadu (yex, there 1 & wine country in € Jal),

I yoir're 0 serious wine etithusiast, make sure that the wing
tour you sign up for is worthy of the name. Many wine fours are
nothing more than » sightsesing tour with & few brief winery
visits thrown in (and not very good wineries ai thatl, led by
gubides who have ne particular wine training or experience. Look
for companies that feasare wp-quality wineries, &t least two win-
ety visits per day, und opportunities for more wine tasting at
leseal restanmants serving finely-prepared regional cuisine, Group
sive should be small, so each person can have the opperunity 1o
lave his questions answeral and have & personal contact with
the winemaker, Many of the best small wineries simply do not
accepd groups barger than 15 people.

Ask about the qualifications of the persen who will be-lead-
ing your tour. The guide should be bilingual and have extensive
knowledge of the region 1o be visited, its wines, and ite cilture
Expert wine tour guides e eiflier working wine professionals
of hove completed professional-level wine shudics,

For thoss who prefer a bess intensive wine vacalion, mamy
companies offer lours with equal portions of sightsecing and
wine touring. Again, hest 1o go with o specialized wine 1o
aperatar whi can ensure that the wine pan of your program is of
the highest quality, Some compunies have tours that mclude
caoking classes or visits to choose or olive ol producers, great
fioe traveders who are as passionate about food as they are alsout
wine

Speaking of food , . No wine wour is compléte without great
menle. In “Old World” countries like Taly, France or Sp:
great wing (s always thought of as an accompaniment to grcal
cuising, and inderstanding the local gastronomy i essential to
wnderstanding its wines. Meals are also a great opportunity to
play with food and wing pairing and to try some mose obscune
local wines that you know you'll never find ut home.

Cuisine Tours « Chicago Editien s T/

central location, s0 you can spend your time exploring the wine
country rather than driving unnecessary distances i unknown
termitory. Buy a phmsebook in the langusge of the country, and
be sure to buy & detniled map of the arca

Whether you travel on your own or with other like-minded
wane lavers on an onganized tour, your wine vacation can be one
of the most memorbie you'll ever take. Winemakers are colar-
ful, passiomate people, and spending time with them trnsposts us
into & mystical and romantic world most people can only imag-
e 2= thy sip their wine at home. Spontancous and entinsizstic,
they"ll open a rre, ol vintage just because you expressad sin-
Gere interest in if, or take you ot it the vineyard 1o share o par-
vicularly beantiful sunset over the vines. Wine &5 about passion,
and sharing the passionate fifie of the wine country is one of the
most pleasumable ways 1o spead your holidays.

* Laneiann Greene, Somimeiter-Conseil, s founider and presi-

1&;“ 'qub Wine Explorers Wine Tours
WL com, 877-261-1500,
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¥, restaurant and hotel , a5 wiell
as extensive information on the region and is wines.

Remember to contact wineries in sdvance o make appoini-
ments for tasting. either by fax or by email. Choose o hotel in &
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