Great Tastes

For the Montilles, wine is a family matter. Christophe
Eegides Etlenne being responsible for the  Roumier carries
Domaine de Montille labels, his sister, Allx an the lamity
{alen a Mendovino star), produces wines under tradiian at
the Deux Maontilles label, their winery in

Of all our experiences at the wineries we vis- Chambolie-
ited, the rarest was ot Domaine Leroy, The cellar Muslgny.

there is a place of reverence, and the proprietor,

Lalou Bize-Leroy, is arguably one of the world's best winemakers
and unguestionably one of the most controversial, The descrip-
o that recurs in any eonversation about her is “perfectionise.” At
cighty, she has earned a right she has always demanded: quite
simply, the right to be demanding. Some of her wines sell for
betwern sd400 and 5500 retail. a fact that somehosy came oo mmncd
when | looked at the spit bucket.

There is no glite about her eellar, but there is striking atten-
tion to decail, In the whitewashed fermentation room, the oak
vais are matte black. The paint osed doesn't affect moge or palate
but does hsde ithe inr'.'il||.|1l|.'l||:|a|.'é gralng. Toahsorb excess humid-
ity, thick, eteam-colored woalen mats swqddle the floor. [t was
heaven above an coro cloud,

Back in the car after cach tasting, weé were silent firze, then
burst into conversation, smart, expansive and confident. For
Johanne, tasting with the winemakers brought a new under-
standing of the individuality of each vinevard. For Eli, the trip
wig anather chapter in & major life passion that will soon
directly benefit patrons of Taste, his restaurant on Manhattan’s

Upper East Side. For Simon, it was o chance (o refine his collec
tiom. For Jes, the trip was accompanied by news of acceprance
to the prestigions Master of Wine program (administered by
the Instiiute of Masters of Wine, of Englanc),

And for me, it was great to pretend to be a busman and o

BURGUNDY BASICS |

Whern to Ead
| Two restauranis in Baasne have
Taleghome ond fox murmbers Usied | @ Michelin star: Le Banaton and
botow, iwhen dicled frem the | Le tardin des Remparis.
United Statos, should bo procoded | Le Bénaton

by 01133, unless ciherwiso nofed,

25 Enubourg Bretonniérs, Baoune; |
J-RO-22=00-24,

Whaore to Stay Le lardin des Remparis
Beaune is 3 conveniont location | 10 Rue de L Hotel-Diey, Beoune;
for avisit o Burgundy, CHotelde | F-B0-24-79-4L

Beaune s one of its besl hotels, |

along with Le Cop, which is older | Tours |
and mere established, Through Oengtrapie, bean-

Le Cen Emmanuel Simond deskgns
Double rooms from $193. cusiomized wine tours far smail
27 Rue Magloux, Beaune; 3-50- groups. Rates start at 31,670
223540 fax: 3-80-22-P4-80; a parsen for threa days,
hafel-cep-beauine com. 1B~ 4 -4 37 penoliopie. Com.

L Hitel de Beaune Franch Wing Explorers, a
[hoirhle rooms frovm S0 small American company run by
5 Aue Sarmeied Legoy, Beawne; twoa semmisliers, offors lowrs
3-80-25-94-14; fox: 3-60-25-94-1%  that enjoy a good reputation. 577
thodetdebeaune.cam. 2811500, wing-fours-france.com

Doamaine Georges Roumier

enjoy the ride. &
| Wineries Rune de Worgy. Chormbolle-Musiany

Thie fenest Burgunidy cellars J=-0o-42-85-37.

arn nvery tough ticket, and Domaine Hubert de Montille

many Fonerwon | necessariy R Pred de la Yollee, Yolnay

gain you anire, Dur tour would 3-Ba-21-62-47

nat have bern possible without Domaine Jacques-Fradéric

Jus, whao has achioved ingider Misgnier

skatus by cullivating his confacts  Chideaw oe Chormbodle-Mirsigny

orvar many years., The iop Chmbolle-Musigry;

migociont [merchant] houses, 3-80-42-85-37; mugnier.ir.

[tk Bowchard Pere & Fils and Drarmakne Leflalve

Lowis Jadot, are more accessible,  Ploce des Marronniers,

and thay make excellent wines, Puadigery-Moatrachat; J-80-21-30-

Bouchard Pore & Fils i3: el i

Chiteoy de Begune, Beaune: 3-80-  Domadnie Leroy

248624 bouchero-pereetfis.com. Run o Parst Bolllot, Maursoull;

Domaine des Comtes Lafon J-80-21-71-40; dormaineleroy cam.

Clos de Lo Borre, Meursaull; Domaine Michel Lalarge

3-80-21-22-17; corndes-{mfon, fr Rue de Lo Combe, Volnoy; 3-80-

Demalne Dujac =811,

7 Rue e (o Bussidre, Morey Spint Malsan Louis Jadot

Denis; 3-B0-34-00-00; cyjoc.corn. 21 Rue Eugdne Spuller, Baouns; 3-

B0=22-10-57: lowuigiadal com. <N



