By Felicity Long

t might surprise many travelers to learn that many

of the restaurants earning the best reviews from the

New York Times and other top U5, culinary au-

thorities are in Europe. From Comme Chez Soi in

Brussels to Sjomagasinet in Goteborg, Sweden, these
establishments are so enticing as to draw visitors from
across the Atlantic and around the world.
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While Americans may not hop
on a plane just to eat well, travel
AgEnts can use cooking classe,
commissionable packaiges and cu-
limary Exirs a5 icing on the cake for
clients already Evrope-bound,

Wine lovers can explore top
wineries in France and ltaly
an tours from French 'Wine
Explarers.

The iinerames are Jr:lglml |1'|-'
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Tuscamy's Chianti rrgion b & peglar vivg sa pormat eary fram lor spiraie ach
Coantey Walkers s Fresch Wine Lxploran.

Laeriann Greene-Sollin anad Jean-
Picere Sollin, two wornmicliers who
usc thelr connoctions i give four
par:i:’ip.l.'lm.in'.inlrr acoess to focal
European vininers.

Ihee bover peCTaRor also creates
customized itineranies led by ex-
pert guades.

‘While traditional wine destina-
fions such az Bordeaux remain
popular, Greene-Sollin, Fremch
Wine Explorers’ president, said
ahe has noticed a trend foward
Buesls ﬂn:rillg &l Wil Ties

To that end, the company of-
fiers stays in the historse Chateaia
Pichon Longueville, ane of the
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st farmous castles in Bordeaun,

“Guests are also more inler-
esled in adding a shor wine iour
ambo a irip bo Parss, and we're able
1o help with private wine bouwrs im
any of the French wine regions,”
(ireene-Sollin =aid,

I‘-.'u1i||3 an |:|p|:i-rJ: in demand
for wine touring in Spain, Por.
tugal and Itaky, the company also
offers programs i regainia sach as
Tuascany, Piedmwont, Rioja, Ribera
del Drugro and Porto,

The operator pays agenis 5
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All this service comes with a
price: Rates range from $3,995 1o
§5,505 per person, double, land
anly.

But Bobby Lur, a travel agent
with Franklin Lakes, M.].-based
Travel Artistry, said the accom-
modations, transporiatbon amd
services of & wine expert on a
customised tour that he booked
“were clearly worth every penny
to the chienl.”

Gourmet Iravel
can alsa cross over |nto other
ritches, incheding adventure travel,
thanks 1o products such as Coun-
try Walkers' Tuscany and Umbiria
winlking boaurs,

“We recently imcorporated
cooking classes inbo several Inal-
Ean tours when we created soame
of our Wamen's Adventiares) said
Kat Lane, Couniry Walkesa' iour
manager, - Cur intent was to ac-
commodate some of the commion
Inleresls amdang an incorcasang
mimber of women traveless”

The populsrity of cooking pro-
grams is an the rise, acconding fo
Janet Amatean, a chef '\|'I-I:"|.'iJ]I|"
ing in Sephardic Jewiih cooking
who offers commissienable cook
iltﬂ classes in Spamn. That's partly
because they affer an inleractive,
participatory experience for trav-
ebers wha want to do mare than
sightsee while on vacatson

“Foadd s not only unigue to

The Hotel nipriail. an Orient-Express property in 'H'um has been uﬂ‘_qring cooking classes for years.

Tour operators use imagination to create culinary tours

individual ehefs who prepare it”
wabd Amatean. *That's the reison
it's so much fun o take a single
clags while you're gway or an en-
tire culimary vacation.”

The concept of kearning 1o cook
while an vacation & not new, The
venerahle Hotel Cipriand, an Ori-
ent-Express property in Venice,
has beeen offering classes for years,
thanks to Matale Ruscanl, the ho-
tel's general manager, Guest chebs
bave included Julia Child and
lamez Beard.

Guest chefs on tap for 2007
are Michel Roux of Le Gavposche
in London and Massimilianae
Alsjrno of Le Calandre in Ruibais
Padawva, italy,

Another Orient-Express hotel,
the Villa San Michele in the Ital-
ian hillside town of Fiesode near
Florence, offers a cooking school,
e B llqgil'. its fouarth year.

Guests choose from several
classes, including the Sympho-
my of Pasta course and
the Children's Cookery
Schoal fir kids ages & 1o
I4. Prices for weeklong
courses range from less
thamn 51,004} tos moee than
£7 0 pazr person.

Barcelona, which al-

readly lures visibors with
its modern architecture
and lively wanerfrant,
pulls in chacoholics
with its Chocolate Fair
held anpually in Oc-
fober. The event drew
350K vimibors m 2005,
'l."i.g.l.hu'.. afe also
encouraged 1o take
time o visit the city’s
choeolate mscum, the Musew de
Ia Xocolsta, where they can leam
abut the ariging and develop
ment of chooolate,

FOODIE LINKS

French Winse E'l:plnn:r:-
weara wine-bours-rance.com

Couniry 'Walloers
wwowcoininrwalkers.com

Zephardic Cooking
by Janet Amateay
www sephardiccocking.com

Hatel Clprizn

wearw, Boteloipeiani,com

¥illa San Michale
www.villzsammichefe.com

Chacolate Musoum,
Barcelona

www museudelaocalats com
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