TASTING Wine tours

World’s Great Wine Tours

Want to taste wines at an elite Bordeaux chateau
or a tiny Australian cult producer? Fat chance—
unless you get an assist from one of these guides.

BY ROBERT JOSEFH

A BRIEF GLANCE AT HMACHETTE'S FRENCH WINE GUIDE REVEALS TIHAT,
with rare exceptions, the vignerons of Bordeanx and Burngundy recefve visitors
onhy v rendes-pous—by appointment. Even if vou're lncky enough to secure a
15-minute shot, the way vou'll be treated and the wines you'll taste can vary
whthely: The surest way to have o great experience is to employ a well-connected
local guide. That's true in wine regions aroumd the world, whene the best puides
open doars that might atherwise be closed. Here, six guides who hold the keys.
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GuinE Sommelier Lauriarnm Groane-
Sallin, who devated herself to
French wine after meeting Jean-
Pigrre Sollin—another top guldas,
riew her hasband,

coMPAMYT French Wine Explorers,
based in Coconut Creek, Florkda,
TouRs Visits to producers in the
Céte d'Or, Including grand cru estates
in the Chte de Beauns,

WIHERY HIGHLIGHTS Doemaina
Bertagna, a small estate in the
miesdieval walled vineyard of Cios de
Vougeot: Clos de Tart. the 18-acre
grand cn: in Momy-Salnt-Denis.
UNFORGETTABLE MOMENT Stopping
at tha Beaune menchant Camille
Giroud, co-owned by Ann Colgin of [
the eult California vimeyard Colging Grooin Post. a
for an lluminating tasting comparing Carling Hillk =
young Pamimard and Gevray- :
Chambertin to much older vintages. hin sponymous
HOTEL HIGHLIGHT Hatel La Cop, in me
Beaune. a lusuriously restored 14th- m
century inn with antique-filled rooms. southernmost wh
DETAILS $4,305 par persan for five  HOTEL HIGHLIGH
days includes tastings. most meals mm*ﬁn
and accommodations, B77-261-1500 nmtuﬂp-
o wine-tours-france com. meals or aCCOM




