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Add legs to your wine knowledge
by visiting one of France's most
important wine regions

Bondeave wires xie hiet flght now, with the 2005 vintage garnering
rived lrom erithes.

And, yes, It's nlee to Be able 10 get your hands on that bettle of
Chateau Lafte Eothachild for the cellar. But to tnily understand
any wine, i1's best to get 2 plimpse of it on its bome turd,

French 'Wine Explocers offers an inslder’s leok at the top Bar-
deaum chateaux, with tours that include entry to the most elite
wineries In thiy farsed reglon.

Many of the shateaus # vislis allow enly 3 eertaln number of
prearranged appointments by musted operstors. “Thee are the
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most famows chateaun in the world; they have
1o be selective,” mys sommelier-consel] Laurlann
Gresne-%allin, wha co-pwmis the tour company
with her hushand, |eansPierre Sodlin.

Her Forida-based tour compasy organlees three
typeit of Bordeals touss as well a8 touri (o other
sclalmnd wine reghons (n Europe.

GROUP TOURS
Limited to 12 people, Bordeaux Prestige boars in
May and June allow participants to vislt and tase
at all five first-growth Bordeaux chateaux, Cha-
teau d"Yguem in Sauternes 2nd wineries In Saint-
Emllien for siz days and fve nights, Guoassts stay
st Chatean Pichon-Longuecyille-Baren, a private
rethdenee with scven roomi and 08 own chel. The
cout 15 §5,595 per porson

September’s Great Estates of Bordeaux Riner-
ary, also she daye and five nights, includes some
first-growths, other clawsified growths and siny
“pamage wine® producers making highly rated
boutique ar cult wires For $5. 295 per peron,
guests stay in levary hotels

PRIVATE TOURS
These prepackaped bours for a8 fow 21 two puesty
offer 3 more intimate, VI experience at top cha-
teaux and some Beaibility with chalce of hotel
and wineries. As with group tours, Greene=Sollin
takes clients to the Best local restaumanis, nelud-
ing thase favored by area winemaken

Chaage b dave, ane night o three days, Bwo
nlghes. The cost s 51,845 per perian for two days

CUSTOM TOURS

The sky Is the limit here = lievally,  guests want to com-
Bine wine tours with bot-air-balloon excundons, French Wine
Explorers can arrange it

“We can e a5 extravagant as people wank,” Gaeene-Sollin wys,

Looking 1o ahl bicyele rides, cosling chasses or checse tau-
irgE? e can be dane. Oie fambly sg=eml 5500000 an 4 five-day i g,
imthuding chaufewr service and a post-meal Arewoeks display for
the father’s 30th birthday.

Chents can combine reglons with cistom tours. For Instance,
they can alse visit Champagne and Burgundy in France: Tuscany
In Italy; Spain; or Pestugal Custom tours require reservations,
and the more ¢laberate the pequest, the more advance notlee re-
quired. The peice itarts ar 51,000 per periom, per day, with 3
1,000 petainer fre,

Wisht wene-lotersrance.com or ¢all §77-260-1500



